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POPE BENEDICT XVI
BY CINDY WOODEN

VATICAN CITY (CNS) – Retired Pope Bene-

dict XVI, who had an impressive record as a 

teacher and defender of the basics of Catholic 

faith, is likely to go down in history books as 

the first pope in almost 600 years to resign.

He died Dec. 31 at the age of 95, nearly 10 

years after leaving the papacy to retire to what 

he said would be a life of prayer and study.

Pope Francis was scheduled to celebrate his 

predecessor’s funeral yesterday in St. Peter’s 

Square. (For coverage of the funeral go to 

catholicfreepress.org.)

Immediately after the pope died at 9:34 a.m., 

his personal secretary, Archbishop Georg Gän-

swein, phoned Pope Francis, who went imme-

diately to the late pope’s bedside to pray and 

to offer condolences to those who had cared 

for him in the last years of his life, according 

to Matteo Bruni, director of the Vatican press 

office.
Archbishop Gänswein told Vatican News Jan. 

1 that Pope Benedict’s last words were, “Lord, I 

love you.”
It was about 3 a.m. the day he died, the arch-

bishop said. “In a faint voice, but in a clearly 

discernable way, he said in Italian, ‘Lord, I love 

you!’ I was not there at the time, but the nurse 

told me shortly afterward. These were his last 

comprehensible words, because afterward he 

was no longer able to express himself.”

A close collaborator of St. John Paul II and 

the theological expert behind many of his 

major teachings and gestures, Pope Benedict 

came to the papacy after 24 years heading the 

doctrinal congregation’s work of safeguarding 

Catholic teaching on faith and morals, correct-

ing the work of some Catholic theologians and 

ensuring the theological solidity of the docu-

ments issued by other Vatican offices.

As pope, he continued writing as a theolo-

gian, but also made historically important 

gestures to Catholics who had difficulty 

accepting all of the teachings of the Second 

Vatican Council, particularly about the lit-

urgy. In 2007, he widened permission to use 

the “extraordinary” or pre-Vatican II form of 

the Mass and, a short time later, extended a 

hand to the traditionalist Society of St. Pius X. 

Benedict XVI: a papacy of heroic humility

Prayers for and encounters with a holy man 

JANUARY 14

Pro-Life Morning of Reflection

“The Holy Eucharist: Source of LIFE and LOVE”

9 am - 1 pm, Cathedral of St. Paul, Worcester

Pre-register: worcesterdiocese.org/respect-life

JANUARY 23

Day of Prayer for the Legal  

Protection of Unborn Children
worcesterdiocese.org/respect-life

JANUARY 19-27

National Novena 
9 Days for Life 

Sign up for daily intentions at  

www.9daysforlife.com

JANUARY 20
Mass for Life

with Fr. Richard Reidy

7:30 pm, Cathedral of St. Paul, Worcester

Departure of buses to March for Life
Diocese of 
Worcester

worcesterdiocese.org/respect-life
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BY THE CATHOLIC FREE PRESS

Pope Benedict XVI 

touched the hearts and 

minds of many in the 

world, and not least were 

priests and members of 

the Church in the Worces-

ter Diocese.
Some were witnesses to 

the beginning of his papa-

cy in 2005, some experi-

enced his wisdom and per-

sonal warmth during his 

priesthood and his papacy, 

while others marked his 

death in holy places.

Father Robert A. Grat-

taroti was leading a pil-

grimage of parishioners 

from St. Joseph Parish in 

Charlton in Medjugorje 

when he learned that Pope 

Emeritus Benedict XVI had 

died. 
While atop Apparition 

Mountain, where Our Lady 

appeared to six young 

visionaries, Father Grat-

taroti announced the sad 

news and led the group in 

prayer for the repose of 

the late pope’s soul. 

“[Benedict] was a faithful 

and kind man who served 

the Church sacrificially 

over the years. Not only 

may he rest in peace, but 

may he rejoice in the glory 

that God has prepared for 

us,” said Father Grattaroti 

in an email from Rome 

when asked to comment 

on Benedict’s death.

On Sunday the group 

traveled to Rome where 

they had planned to 

tour the city and attend 

an audience with Pope 

Francis. With tens of thou-

sands of people, they pro-

cessed through St. Peter’s 

Basilica and prayed for 

Pope Benedict whose body 

was on view. 
“I was really over-

whelmed at that moun-

tain top to receive the 

news from our guide who 

asked me to announce it. 

I couldn’t believe that I 

would be the messenger 

to announce [Pope Bene-

dict’s] entry into heaven 

where Our Lady appeared 

over 40 years ago!”

Father Michael D. Hoye,  

a Worcester diocesan 

priest studying in Rome at 

the North American Col-

Bishop 
McManus 

meets with 
Pope Benedict 

XVI at the 
Vatican during 

a papal 
audience in 
September 

2010. 

Msgr. Moroney worked with 

the cardinal who became 

Pope Benedict XVI 4

Eight years as pope capped long ministry as teacher of the faith
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Some will remember Pope 

Benedict XVI as a theologian, 

or as “God’s Rottweiler,” but 

others are also reflecting on 

the influence the man had on 

teaching about the dangers of 

relativism in a world conflicted 

by the most basic truths about 

life and love.
Allison LeDoux, director of 

the diocese’s Respect Life and 

Marriage and Family offices, 

has displayed in her office for 

years what she considers one 

of his most profound remarks: 

“Each of us is the result of a 

thought of God. Each of us is 

willed. Each of us is loved. Each 

of us is necessary.” 

She praised his encyclical 

Deus Caritas Est (God is Love), 

as “a key indicator of his mis-

sion to bring his flock into 

closer relationship with our 

all-loving God, and a hallmark 

of his pontificate, bringing 

so much of his many years of 

spiritual, theological reflection 

together in a message that can 

readily be received by all.”

Moreover, he “taught us 

how to proclaim the truth to a 

world badly in need of hearing 

it,” she said. “His phrase “the 

dictatorship of relativism,” so 

How 
the pope 
teaches us

[ 1927 - 2022  [

BY RAYMOND L. DELISLE
DIRECTOR OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS

What were your impressions of 

Cardinal Ratzinger/Pope Benedict 

XVI?

The first time I had ever heard of 

him was when I was a philosophy 

student at The Catholic University of 

America and then when studying the-

ology at the Toronto School of Theol-

ogy. I remember my classmates used 

to kid me; if I came across an article 

of his I would say to them, “You’ve got 

to read this!” and they would just sort 

of roll their eyes at me. You would 

read him and it was like hearing a 

spiritual conference. I would put the 

text down and just think about it for 

a while. I would later describe the late 

pope as “a man who is doing theology 

on his knees.” As a young seminar-

ian, I had this fascination with him. 

In October of 1988, as a young 

priest, I was asked to give a short 

paper response entitled, New Life in 

Christ: The Foundation of Pauline Eth-

ics in his Letters. This was a response 

to a major address given by Cardinal 

Ratzinger on moral theology in the 

life of the Church. You can imagine 

the fear and trepidation. “What do I 

know?” I rhetorically asked myself, 

sitting there at the feet of the master. 

He listened to us as if we were saying 

something really important. 

Another similar experience was 

at the end of the Ad Limina visit in 

Rome. Because I was chair of the 

SEE BISHOP, 8

CNS PHOTO | PAUL HARING

Pope Benedict XVI waves to the crowd during a general audience in St. Peter’s Square at the 

Vatican Nov. 17, 2010.
SEE THEOLOGIAN, 6

SEE ENCOUNTERS, 8

‘We all prayed for the repose of his 
soul near Christ’s empty tomb.’

Father Michael D. Hoye – visiting Jerusalem

PHOTO COURTESY OF FATHER GRATTAROTI 

Father Robert Grattaroti prays 
for Pope Benedict on Apparition 
Mountain in Medjugorje. 

An interview with Bishop McManus

OUR MISSION. 
Our primary mission is 
to inform Catholics in the 
Diocese of Worcester about 
what is happening in the 
Church at the parish,  
diocesan, state, national  
and international levels. 
   
    

OUR VOICE. 
Part of that primary mission 
means that we serve as an 
arm of the Bishop’s teach-
ing ministry. In concert with 
this mission, we educate, 
enlighten, evangelize and 
contribute to a strengthened 
sense of Catholic community 
in the diocese. 

OUR DIOCESE. 
Finally, through columns 
and editorials, we attempt to 
define and clarify important 
issues facing Catholics and, 
indeed, all human beings. 
In so doing, we provide a 
counterbalance to a largely 
secularized and spiritually 
alienated media.      
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) – Retired Pope Bene-
dict XVI, who had an impressive record as a 
teacher and defender of the basics of Catholic 
faith, is likely to go down in history books as 
the first pope in almost 600 years to resign.

He died Dec. 31 at the age of 95, nearly 10 
years after leaving the papacy to retire to what 
he said would be a life of prayer and study.

Pope Francis was scheduled to celebrate his 
predecessor’s funeral yesterday in St. Peter’s 
Square. (For coverage of the funeral go to 
catholicfreepress.org.)

Immediately after the pope died at 9:34 a.m., 
his personal secretary, Archbishop Georg Gän-
swein, phoned Pope Francis, who went imme-
diately to the late pope’s bedside to pray and 
to offer condolences to those who had cared 
for him in the last years of his life, according 
to Matteo Bruni, director of the Vatican press 
office.

Archbishop Gänswein told Vatican News Jan. 
1 that Pope Benedict’s last words were, “Lord, I 
love you.”

It was about 3 a.m. the day he died, the arch-
bishop said. “In a faint voice, but in a clearly 
discernable way, he said in Italian, ‘Lord, I love 
you!’ I was not there at the time, but the nurse 
told me shortly afterward. These were his last 
comprehensible words, because afterward he 
was no longer able to express himself.”

A close collaborator of St. John Paul II and 
the theological expert behind many of his 
major teachings and gestures, Pope Benedict 
came to the papacy after 24 years heading the 
doctrinal congregation’s work of safeguarding 
Catholic teaching on faith and morals, correct-
ing the work of some Catholic theologians and 
ensuring the theological solidity of the docu-
ments issued by other Vatican offices.

As pope, he continued writing as a theolo-
gian, but also made historically important 
gestures to Catholics who had difficulty 
accepting all of the teachings of the Second 
Vatican Council, particularly about the lit-
urgy. In 2007, he widened permission to use 
the “extraordinary” or pre-Vatican II form of 
the Mass and, a short time later, extended a 
hand to the traditionalist Society of St. Pius X. 

Benedict XVI: a papacy of heroic humility
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Pope Benedict XVI 
touched the hearts and 
minds of many in the 
world, and not least were 
priests and members of 
the Church in the Worces-
ter Diocese.

Some were witnesses to 
the beginning of his papa-
cy in 2005, some experi-
enced his wisdom and per-
sonal warmth during his 
priesthood and his papacy, 
while others marked his 
death in holy places.

Father Robert A. Grat-

taroti was leading a pil-
grimage of parishioners 
from St. Joseph Parish in 
Charlton in Medjugorje 
when he learned that Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI had 
died. 

While atop Apparition 
Mountain, where Our Lady 
appeared to six young 
visionaries, Father Grat-
taroti announced the sad 
news and led the group in 
prayer for the repose of 
the late pope’s soul. 

“[Benedict] was a faithful 
and kind man who served 
the Church sacrificially 

over the years. Not only 
may he rest in peace, but 
may he rejoice in the glory 
that God has prepared for 
us,” said Father Grattaroti 
in an email from Rome 
when asked to comment 
on Benedict’s death.

On Sunday the group 

traveled to Rome where 
they had planned to 
tour the city and attend 
an audience with Pope 
Francis. With tens of thou-
sands of people, they pro-
cessed through St. Peter’s 
Basilica and prayed for 
Pope Benedict whose body 

was on view. 
“I was really over-

whelmed at that moun-
tain top to receive the 
news from our guide who 
asked me to announce it. 
I couldn’t believe that I 
would be the messenger 
to announce [Pope Bene-
dict’s] entry into heaven 
where Our Lady appeared 
over 40 years ago!”

Father Michael D. Hoye,  
a Worcester diocesan 
priest studying in Rome at 
the North American Col-
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or as “God’s Rottweiler,” but 
others are also reflecting on 
the influence the man had on 
teaching about the dangers of 
relativism in a world conflicted 
by the most basic truths about 
life and love.

Allison LeDoux, director of 
the diocese’s Respect Life and 
Marriage and Family offices, 
has displayed in her office for 
years what she considers one 
of his most profound remarks: 
“Each of us is the result of a 
thought of God. Each of us is 
willed. Each of us is loved. Each 
of us is necessary.” 

She praised his encyclical 
Deus Caritas Est (God is Love), 
as “a key indicator of his mis-
sion to bring his flock into 
closer relationship with our 
all-loving God, and a hallmark 
of his pontificate, bringing 
so much of his many years of 
spiritual, theological reflection 
together in a message that can 
readily be received by all.”

Moreover, he “taught us 
how to proclaim the truth to a 
world badly in need of hearing 
it,” she said. “His phrase “the 
dictatorship of relativism,” so 
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What were your impressions of 
Cardinal Ratzinger/Pope Benedict 
XVI?

The first time I had ever heard of 
him was when I was a philosophy 
student at The Catholic University of 
America and then when studying the-
ology at the Toronto School of Theol-
ogy. I remember my classmates used 
to kid me; if I came across an article 

of his I would say to them, “You’ve got 
to read this!” and they would just sort 
of roll their eyes at me. You would 
read him and it was like hearing a 
spiritual conference. I would put the 
text down and just think about it for 
a while. I would later describe the late 
pope as “a man who is doing theology 
on his knees.” As a young seminar-
ian, I had this fascination with him. 

In October of 1988, as a young 
priest, I was asked to give a short 
paper response entitled, New Life in 
Christ: The Foundation of Pauline Eth-

ics in his Letters. This was a response 
to a major address given by Cardinal 
Ratzinger on moral theology in the 
life of the Church. You can imagine 
the fear and trepidation. “What do I 
know?” I rhetorically asked myself, 
sitting there at the feet of the master. 
He listened to us as if we were saying 
something really important. 

Another similar experience was 
at the end of the Ad Limina visit in 
Rome. Because I was chair of the 
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‘We all prayed for the repose of his 
soul near Christ’s empty tomb.’

Father Michael D. Hoye – visiting Jerusalem
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